THE BRITISH EMPIRE,  1783-1815	297
equitable assessment. He brought the native Supreme Court
of Justice to Calcutta, established civil and criminal courts
in every district, handed over judicial functions to the
English officials responsible for the collection of the taxes,
and provided for their assistance by native assessors. Thus
Hastings made a determined effort to establish justice for
the Indian people and to suppress the arbitrary exploitation
of the natives by the English.
This work of civil administration was Hastings's chief ^fiftL
interest, but intricate negotiations and some warfare could Mahrattat.
not be avoided. The chief danger to British power in
Northern, and to a lesser extent in Southern, India carne
from the restless aggression of the Mahratta chiefs. They
were nominally united under the rale of the Peshwa, whose
residence was at Poona, but individual chiefs, especially
Sindia, Holkar, and the Rajah of Nagpur, were rapidly
attaining complete independence. Oudh, with which Give
had already concluded an alliance, formed a buffer State be-
tween the Mahrattas of Central India and Bengal. Hastings
therefore set out to strengthen this alliance with Oudh:
as the Mogul Emperor was now under the control of Sindia,
the Mahratta chief, Hastings refused to pay him the tribute
of £300,000 per year agreed upon in 1765, and restored to
Oudh the two provinces which had been taken from her to
maintain the Emperor.
Because of an attempt of the President to interfere in the
election of the Peshwa, the Bombay Presidency was attacked
by the Mahratta chiefs. They were supported by French
forces, for France had entered into the War of American
Independence. Hastings was equal to the occasion; the
French stations of Chandernagore and Pondicherry were
taken and the Mahrattas were defeated. This success left
Hastings with a still more serious task to undertake. The
Rajah of Mysore made an alliance with the Mahrattas, the
Nizam of Haidarabad attacked the Carnatic and ravaged
it to within a short distance of Madras, a powerful French
fleet was despatched to Indian waters and a considerable
"French force was landed. This crisis has been described
as " the most serious that has ever threatened the British

